To:
Natural Resources Commission

Re:
Proposed NRC Policy Against Chumming of Gamefish

I am here to again ask you to adopt a policy against the chumming of gamefish, chumming being the feeding or baiting of fish to artificially stimulate feeding activity. It is a policy that will help protect trout and salmon from the spread of existing diseases and from the introduction of exotic diseases such as Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS). It is a policy that will protect game fish from excessive and rapid harvest by a few individuals at the expense of the majority. It is a policy that will uphold the best principles of sportsmanship and fair play. And it is a policy that will be welcomed by the sportsmen of this state.


As you will hear from others here today, chumming of steelhead and trout is becoming a hindrance to conventional fishing on some of our premier trout and salmon streams. It is a practice that is already tarnishing the sport and the reputation of these fine streams.


Chumming also poses an unwanted and unnecessary disease risk. Each chumming boat often uses gallons of salmon and trout eggs, eggs that may carry disease from anywhere—from other watersheds, from other Great Lakes, or from the East or West Coast. Department of Natural Resources Director Humphreys, in a recent newspaper article titled “Deadly Seaway Virus Doomsday for Great Lakes Fish?” was quoted as follows: “The continuing march of VHS through the waters of the Great Lakes is a major challenge to our agency and our management options. These new discoveries are extremely unfortunate and further highlight the problems created by the constant introductions of new diseases from outside of the Great Lakes region, the speed with which they can spread, and the threat that such pathogens pose to our natural resources.” Fisheries Chief Kelley Smith added: “In the continued battle to slow the spread of VHS throughout the Great Lakes, we must remain vigilant, take every precaution, and implement all options available to us.” Listed among the options available was a “prohibition on the transfer of live fish from the state’s waters of the Great Lakes”.

It seems prudent to extend that concern to the disease threat posed by the chumming with fish eggs, a threat that has been brought before you repeatedly over the past seven years. Concerns over chumming were first brought to your attention in September, 2000 by the Pere Marquette Watershed Council, Trout Unlimited, and the Michigan Resource Stewards.


The Michigan Resource Stewards have long been opposed to chumming as have MUCC and the Michigan River Guides. The Isaac Walton League added their opposition to chumming just this week.


While trout and salmon are the species now most threatened by the practice, innovation being what it is, the NRC’s policy should oppose chumming for all species except, perhaps, for whitefish and carp. You may want to allow some chumming to continue for whitefish in certain lakes, because whitefish are largely a commercial species that are difficult to harvest with hook and line, and carp because they are both a commercial species and a species of nuisance abundance whose harvest should be encouraged.


Yesterday, at the Conservation Summit, Director Rebecca Humphries shared her list of the most important challenges facing the Department of Natural Resources. First on her list was the proliferation of disease and non-native species; second was conflicting uses of public lands.


These are days of tight money. Here is an opportunity to protect the resource from the proliferation of disease and the sport from conflicting uses with a single stroke of the pen. There are many of us that hope you will take advantage of it.

Thank you.

David P. Borgeson, President

Michigan Resources Stewards
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